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 G.A.P.P. XIX

Refl ections from 
the inside

Bobby Howard
staff writer

     G.A.P.P. XIX has been the experience of a lifetime.  From late-night bowling games 
to magic shows in Branson, this year’s exchange has been unique.  We and our German 
counterparts were matched together based on interviews and submitted profiles, and from 
day one, life-long relationships were forged.
     It has been amazing to witness a group of 20 German students mesh into our student 
body with such ease, despite language barriers and other diversities.  They have braved our 
classes, been jostled about in the hallways, and have read the graffiti on our bathroom walls, 
and they still want to stay here.  They have fallen in love with our school system and our 
community.  I think.
     These Germans 
are a pretty cool group 
of people; they are 
wonderful, bright, and 
funny students.  Though 
both parties of the 
G.A.P.P. program want 
to return to their normal 
lives (for the Germans, a 
return to their families), 
each of our new friends 
will be sorely missed.  
Via Facebook and 
MySpace, we’ll keep in touch.

German students demonstrate their dancing skills to the student body.

German students dance with German and American flags.

MHHS students ended their program with a light saber sword arch.

Seniors Anita Badejo dressed up as hobbits during the assembly.

Johannes Schlier
Deutschlaender

     G.A.P.P. XIX was a great experience for me. It has always been one of my dreams 
to go to America, and G.A.P.P. made this dream come true. I met lots of new, very cool 
people.  I noticed lots of differences in the culture, the school system, and just in life in 
general.
     At last, I would like to say thank you to those who make G.A.P.P. possible and to those 
who spend time preparing it.  Most of all, I thank the families that took the challenge of 
hosting a German student for 3 and a half weeks.  I made new friends here and probably 
will come back to Mountain Home in the future. Thanks again for the experience.

Bobby Howard and his GAPP partner Johannes Schlier
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Colors and 
personalities

Hanna Turner
staff writer

     Imagining a life without 
color would be nearly 
impossible. Seventy-fi ve 
years ago, many Americans 
lived without color in one of 
their sources of recreation: 
television. Today, television 
without color would be hard 

to endure for many of us 
who thrive off of it. Color is 
ubiquitous. Knowing what 
color really means and 
signifi es, though, is something 
hardly anybody really knows 
or cares to understand today. 
When describing personality 
by a color, many are unable 
to do so. Yet, what does it all 
really mean? Why are people 
more relaxed in green rooms? 
Why do weightlifters do their 
best in blue gyms? One might 
fi nd out some interesting 
things about color that they 
never would have guessed. 
     Many stereotypes are 
made when it comes to color. 
Usually people associate 
black with a certain crowd 
of people or the color yellow 
with another. Sophomore 
Carly Redifer believes that, 
“Stereotypes should not come 

into play. I love black. It’s 
very romantic, I think, and I 
wouldn’t consider myself to be 
the typical stereotype of the 
color black.”
     Redifer describes herself 
as, “Green because it’s my 
favorite. But besides that, it’s 
natural, and trees are green. 
I like nature. But I’m also not 
boring or very bright at the 
same time. My least favorite 
color is red because blood 
is red. And it’s kind of scary 
to me.” Black is the color of 
authority and power. White 
symbolizes innocence and 
purity. It refl ects light, so it is 
considered a summer color. 
Doctors and nurses wear 
white to imply sterility. The 
most emotionally intense 
color, red,causes a faster 
heartbeat and breathing. 
And it most obviously is 

the color of love. The most 
romantic color, pink, is 
more tranquilizing. Sports 
teams will sometimes paint 
the opposing teams locker-
rooms  bright pink, so they 
will lose energy. Blue is one 
of the most popular colors. 
Blue causes the opposite 
reaction as red, resulting in 
the body producing calming 
chemicals. Therefore, it is 
often used in bedrooms. On 
the contrary, blue can be cold 
and depressing. Fashion 
consultants recommend 
wearing blue to a job interview 
because it symbolizes loyalty. 
Green is currently the most 
popular decorating color; 
green symbolizes nature. 
People waiting to appear 
on television sit in “green 
rooms” to relax. Dark green 
is masculine and implies 

wealth. Naturally, yellow is a 
cheerful, sunny color. While 
it’s considered an optimistic 
color, people lose their 
tempers more easily in yellow 
rooms. It speeds metabolism 
and enhances concentration. 
Purple denotes royalty, 
wealth, and sophistication. 
However, because it’s rare in 
nature, it can appear artifi cial 
at times. Reliable brown is 
the color of earth and implies 
genuineness. Men are more 
apt to say brown is one of 
their favorite colors. 
     Clearly, colors are more 
than many of us thought 
they were. People can 
relate to and apply colors 
to themselves. Junior Colin 
Crawford indicated his favorite 
color is blue and admitted, 
“I’m kind of a calm person, so 
it seems to connect.” 

“Taste the 
Rainbow”

The Majestic 
Four
Which season is 
your season?

Anna Pond
staff writer

     Many people around the 
world have different thoughts. 
That’s why whenever it comes 
to which season people 
prefer, it can develop to quite 
a debate. Deciding between 
spring, summer, winter, and 
fall can be a heavy task. Some 

may like summer because it is 
hot, and the lakes are warm. 
Others may like 
the fact that winter 
brings snow and 
hot chocolate or 
that fall contains 
falling leaves, and 
changing colors. 
Some love spring 
when things 
become alive 
again and new things grow. 
     Sophomore Samantha 
Smith explains, “My favorite 
season is winter. I really like to 
be cold. If I had to choose my 
least favorite season it would 
be summer, because it is too 
hot for me.” Another winter 
lover, Danielle Urban, senior, 
states, “I like winter the best 

because it is romantic and 
fun. You can go out sledding, 

throwing snowballs, or sit in a 
cozy spot next to a fi replace 
with blankets, have a cup of hot 
chocolate, and watch a movie.” 
     These reasons are good 
ones for liking winter more than 
any other season. However, 
what about fall, summer, and 
spring? Sophomore Daniel 
Sanders says, “My favorite 

season is SUMMER!! Why? 
There is NO SCHOOL!!!” 
Sanders continues, “My least 
favorite season is fall, simply 
because I have to go back to 
school.”  Chris Parks, senior, 
prefers fall. He says, “Fall is my 
favorite season because of the 
falling leaves, and it is not too 
cold or too hot..” Where does 
spring fall into play? Lani May 

speaks out and sticks up for 
this much forgotten season, 
“My favorite season is spring. 
It has my birthday in it, and I 
believe camping is best in the 
spring. However, I believe all 
the seasons are special. It’s 
just, fl owers blooming, and it 
being at a great temperature, 
not a yucky one, makes spring 
the season for me.” 

Spring fl owers, such as these crocuses, are abundant around MH.
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Small Town 
Innocence

Destroyed

Dana Maley
photo-editor

     Mountain Home has 
always been a peaceful town 
that embodied every beautiful 
aspect of small town America. 
From its quaint mom and pop 
shops to its typical friendly 
and talkative waitress, it is 

the ideal Pleasantville. Not 
anymore!
     On highway 5 North, just 
past the hospital, the values 
that Mountain 
Home was 
founded on have 
been brutally 
murdered. The 
Shirt Shop’s 
virtually spotless 
back wall has 
become a 
canvas for local 
rapscallions. The 
word “Homies” is 
printed in sinful 
white paint for 
all the world to see. Although 
the eyesore is painful enough 
to the public, it is important 
to consider how it affects the 
owners of The Shirt Shop.

     Ginny Tucker believes, 
“Someone must have 
scared them off.” She also 
explained that this was the 

fi rst time anything like this 
had happened to her. Tucker 
recalls the man from Village 
Carpet telling her about the 
graffi ti, “When he told me it 

was there it was pouring rain. 
I didn’t want to go out in the 
bad weather, and I fi gured, 
hey, it’s not going anywhere. I 

looked at it the next day. 
I would have thought it 
would have been big or 
extravagant, but at least 
they had enough brains 
about them to spell it 
right.” Although she 
was not openly bitter 
about the ordeal she 
did comment, “It will be 
a waste of my time to 
clean it off, time I could 
be spending with family.” 

     It is a disappointing 
time when corrupt people 
become so bored that they 
begin to destroy people’s 
personal property. To some 
people, vandalizing people’s 

personal property is fun, but 
this attacks the golden rule at 
its core. 
     Although the graffi ti may 
not seem too signifi cant, it 
is only the beginning. As 
small acts of vandalism 
and destruction become 
more common, so do larger 
ones. Once Mountain Home 
becomes accustomed to 
graffi ti and defacement of 
public and private property, 
there is no telling what comes 
next. It is hard to imagine the 
town that many students at 
MHHS call home becoming an 
unsafe place to live. One thing 
could lead to another, and 
before long, Mountain Home 
could be reporting local bank 
robberies instead of the local 
upcoming barbeque. 

The Shirt Shop is located on highway 5 North just past the hospital.

www.dijohndesigns.com
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Everyday is a Gift from Above
I am blessed and 
very thankful

     People always want more 
out of life than what they 
have now, or they take what 
they have for granted. I don’t 
blame people for wanting a 
better job or wanting to make 
a little more money than 
they do now to support their 
families. What bothers me 
is when people get greedy, 
and they don’t care about 
anyone but themselves. 
They take advantage of 
and use other people. What 
provokes people to be this 
way I’ll never know, but I 
just wish people could see 
how truly blessed they really 
are. I mean they live in the 

most amazing country in the 
world. My family and I don’t 
have very much, but we get 
by. We are very thankful for 
everything God has blessed 
us with. With my mother 
being a single parent that 
supports us on her own, my 
siblings, grandmother, and I 
don’t get a lot of things, but 
we don’t ask for a lot either. 
We are very thankful and 
blessed for a hardworking 
mother and a loving Father 
up above who watches out 
for us. I am so blessed and 
thankful that the Lord is in my 
life. I would be lost without 
Him. He is one of the most 
important people in my life, 
and He is a huge part of it. I 
always strive to put Him fi rst 

in my life.
     Smiles, laughter, and 
memories are things that I 
am thankful for everyday. 
Seeing the smiling faces of 
my family and friends warms 
my heart and reminds me 
how truly blessed I really 
am. Every smile that I see is 
so precious to me. It makes 
me smile when I see others 
smile, especially the ones 
that I love and care about so 
much. My family and I love to 
laugh all the time, and so do 
my friends and I. The times 
of laughter we share make 
unforgettable memories that 
we will always share and look 
back on.
     People also take life for 
granted. They go out and do 

Mandy Ricci
photo editor

what ever they want. And 
what I mean by that is that 
people go out and do drugs 
and drink and drive thinking 
that nothing will ever happen 
to them. They think that they 
are invincible. Everyday 
people lose their lives to 
drunk drivers/driving or 
overdose on drugs. When will 
people start to step back from 
life and just ask themselves if 
this is really worth doing and 
possibly losing their life over? 
Everyday when I wake up, I 
thank God for letting me get 
up one more day to live for 
him! Life is so precious and 
fragile. It should be handled 
with care! We should always 
remember this. Everyday is a 
gift from above.

How Narrow-
Minded is 
Humanity?
There is only one 
explanation

Dana Maley
photo-editor

     The one goal that almost 
everyone has in common 
is convenience. People go 
to great lengths to achieve 
what seems to be “ultimate 
convenience.” Four syllable 
words are shortened to only 
a few letters. Remotes are 
designed to help people fi nd 
remotes. It’s madness. Some 
people will go above and 
beyond what is necessary, so 
that they can carry through 
with what they originally saw 
as a shortcut. 
     Some people spend as long 
as ten minutes driving through 
a parking lot, just looking for 
the perfect spot. If they wanted 
a parking place up close 
because they wanted to get 
in and out of the store quickly, 
aren’t they defeating the point? 
Recent test studies by Trevor 
Bogart show that parking a few 

spaces back and then walking 
the extra twenty feet is actually 
much more effi cient. 
     Another instance, which 
truly expresses people’s 
inability to improvise, occurs 
everyday in living rooms 
across America. The remote 
is lost. What ever will they 
do? It’s easy to say that they 
should walk the fi ve feet to 
the television that is rotting 
their brain and turn it on 
physically; it’s probably the 
most exercise that they will get 
that evening, but the truth is, 
everyone is guilty of this utter 
laziness. People stubbornly 
pace the house and search 
for the remote for twenty to 
thirty minutes, when the only 
advantage it gives is being 
able to change the channel 
without moving from the 
couch. Once again, isn’t that 

defeating the point?
     The truth is, it is very easy 
for people to lose sight of the 
bigger picture. All too often 
things are bypassed, and lost, 
simply because people vouch 
for the “easier” road. The 
internet is a perfect example. 
E-mails may be convenient 
and very necessary at times, 
but they have their time and 
place. When people take these 
kinds of shortcuts, they lose 
the quality of a conversation 
that one can only achieve 
face to face. Sending granny 
an E-card for Christmas just 
doesn’t mean as much to her 
as a phone call would. Junior 
Jessi Clemence feels the 
same way. “Sometimes I email 
my brothers to say hello, but 
for holidays, birthdays, and 
other things like that, an E-mail 
simply won’t do. I always make 

sure to visit, or at the very 
least, call my loved ones on 
more important dates.”
     Sometimes, people focus 
so much on doing things the 
easy way that they close their 
minds to options that are 
probably more practical and 
almost always just as good. 
Maybe, the next time someone 
is running through Wal-Mart, 
desperately searching for 
the shortest line, they could 
rethink, pick a line, and maybe 
make a friend in the process; 
it really doesn’t take that much 
more time. When people are 
frustrated because they can’t 
fi nd a parking place, it’s usually 
not because there aren’t 
any, but because they have 
become so narrow minded that 
they are unwilling to settle for 
the mediocre place that is wide 
open.
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Thea Art 
Convention
MHHS Students 
recently 
attended

Hanna Turner
staff writer

     Several Mountain Home 
High School students attended 
the Thea Art convention recently 
and submitted their most 
prized art pieces for judging 
and possibly to win a reward. 
Believe it or not, there is a 

deeper meaning behind the 
convention that most students 
are unaware of.
     What exactly is 
Thea? According to the 
Mountain Home High 
School art teacher, 
Mrs. Ivens, “Thea is a 
competition for visual 
and performing artists. 
It is named for Thea 
Leopolons who died in 
a car accident while in 
high school. The competition 
is open to juniors and seniors 
in Arkansas.” Five students 
attended Thea this year. Three 
seniors and two juniors from 
MHHS were in the top 15. The 
seniors include Kyle Kowalczyk 
who won Honorable Mention, 
Danielle Mortensen who also 
won Honorable Mention, and 

Heather Ivens who won 4th place 
and a $2,500 dollar scholarship. 
The juniors were Meagan 

Powell who won Honorable 
Mention and Staci Thrasher who 
won 8th place and a $100 dollar 
cash reward. Staci Thrasher 
shares her favorite part about it. 
“The ceramics was my favorite 
because we got to sculpt live 
chickens.” Thrasher won a $100 
dollar cash reward and is “proud 
and no, I don’t think I should 

have won more, the other art 
was just as awesome.” When 
it comes to her plans for next 
year, she comments, “I do plan 
on submitting a piece.”
     Each year, a theme is 
chosen to which the art 
pieces must pertain. Mrs. 
Ivens explains: “A portion of 
Thea’s journals are used for 
the competition’s theme each 
year. Visual art students enter 
their work created in any 
medium they choose, but it 
must fi t the theme and size 
restrictions. Digital images are 
sent then viewed and judged 
by a committee of artists.” Thea 
is an exciting time of year for 
aspiring artists. It’s a time when 
they can show off their favorite 
art pieces and hopefully win 
some compensation for their 

hard work. There is criteria for 
submitting a piece of artwork 
however. “Once the committee 
selects the top 15 in each level, 
the student must ship the actual 
piece for judging. All 15 fi nalists 
in each category must attend 
the ‘Winner’s Workshop.’ The 
top 10 juniors receive $100 
dollars cash award, and the top 
10 seniors receive a scholarship 
from $2000 dollars to $4000 
dollars.” 
     Mountain Home High School 
does a wonderful job helping to 
promote artistic students. The 
CAB academy is especially 
useful to ones who hope to 
obtain a career in business or 
art. Providing these classes 
for students helps to prepare 
them for college and their future 
careers.

Five MHHS students won THEA awards this year.




